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Better Environment Better Tomorrow 
 

A better environment ensures a better tomorrow by 

encouraging a sustainable future for all living 

beings. Environmental health is intricately linked 

to the well-being of humans, animals, and plants, 

forming a delicate balance that supports life on 

Earth. By taking conscious steps to protect and 

restore our environment, we make the way for a 

healthier & more prosperous future. Global 

warming, driven by human activities, causes a 

significant threat to future generations. By reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions through energy efficiency, adopting green technologies, and 

transitioning to low-carbon economies, we can check the adverse effects of 

climate change. This dynamic approach will ensure more stable weather 

patterns, protecting agriculture, reducing the frequency of natural 

disasters, and preserving natural habitats. Additionally, the conservation 

of biodiversity is crucial in maintaining a robust ecosystem. Protecting 

natural habitats and endangered species is vital which promotes the 

ecological equilibrium. Biodiversity boosts the productivity of ecosystems 

and offers valuable resources like food, medicine, and raw materials, which 

play a key role in ensuring economic stability and human existence. A 

collective effort towards a better environment lead a healthier, more 

sustainable world. We, representing Ambika Prasad Research Foundation 

in Odisha, emphasizing the importance of collective effort in preserving the 

environment and forests to enhance the overall quality of life on our planet. 

The message we wish to convey is that the responsibility does not lie solely 

with one individual, but with all of us working together to save the 

environment and create a sustainable future for all.  

 

 

(Sanjeet Kumar) 

DR. SANJEET KUMAR  

CEO, AMBIKA PRASAD RESEARCH 

FOUNDATION, ODISHA 
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Ambika Prasad Research Foundation (APRF) takes an initiative 

to celebrate various ecological days throughout the year. Celebrating these 

days can be a great way to raise awareness about environmental issues and 

encourage actions that support sustainability. 

World Environment Day (5th June, 2023) 

Celebrated World Environment Day by throwing seed ball of native species 

near Mahanadi River areas like 

Dalbergia sissoo, Semecarpus 

anacardium, Anacardium occidentale, 

Gmelina arborea, Pongamia pinnata 

etc. 

Vanamahothsav (1st -7th July, 2023) 

The team celebrated Vanamahotsav 

by planting saplings of indigenous 

tree species like Saraca asoca, 

Schleichera oleosa, Terminalia 

bellirica, Syzygium cumini, Pongamia 

pinnata, Azadirachta indica etc. near Mahanadi River areas.  

National Bird Day (5th Jan 2024) 

APRF team celebrated National Bird Day by counting the local birds 

available in urban areas near Mahanadi River and observed Asian green 

bee-eater, Yellow-wattled lapwing, 

Purple sunbird, Yellow-eyed babbler 

etc.  

National Wildlife Week (2nd - 8th, 

October) 

APRF celebrated National Wildlife 
Week by educating the Forest Officials 

of Jamtara Forest Division, 
Jharkhand on biodiversity, and 
conservation. 

Celebration of  

Ecological days 
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World Wetlands Day (2nd Feb, 2024) 

APRF celebrated World Wetlands Day at Naraj by 

collecting plastic and other waste from river beds, 

talking to local communities, and documenting 

medicinal plants and birds. 

World Sparrow Day (20th March, 

2024) 

APRF initiatives to preserve 

sparrows and other small birds in 

urban areas by providing grains, 

water, and nests, APRF is tackling 

several of the critical challenges 

that birds face in urban 

environments. It not only aids in the 

direct survival of sparrows and 

other small birds in urban settings 

but also enhances urban biodiversity, which benefits the ecological health 

of the city.  

APRF's celebration of key ecological days such as World Wildlife Day (March 

3, 2024), International Day of Forests (March 21, 2024), and World Water 

Day (March 22, 2024) indicates a 

comprehensive approach to 

raising awareness and promoting 

conservation of our natural 

resources and biodiversity. By 

engaging with these dedicated 

days, APRF effectively uses them 

as platforms to inform 

communities to take part in 

conservation efforts. These 

celebrations help to foster a deeper 

connection between individuals 

and the natural world, 

encouraging actions that 

contribute to environmental 

sustainability. Through education 

and advocacy, APRF aims to 

inspire a more conscientious approach to environmental stewardship. 
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Avifaunal Diversity of Mahanadi 

River 

Ambika Prasad Research Foundation has conducted extensive surveys to 

document the avifaunal diversity along the Mahanadi River and documented 54 

species of water birds from 15 families. Out of these, 46 species are categorized 

as Least Concern, 6 species as Near Threatened, and 2 species as Endangered. 

This diversity highlights the ecological significance of the area, indicating that 

these birds play a crucial role in maintaining the balance of the river's 

ecosystems. The detailed findings emphasize the importance of conservation 

efforts to protect these avian species and their habitats. Other 

documented species include various migratory birds that inhabit 

the riverine and wetland ecosystems around the Mahanadi. The 

foundation's efforts are aimed at conservation and 

raising awareness about these avian species and 

their habitats. 
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Some common water birds found in the vicinity of the Mahanadi River are Grey 

heron, Purple heron, Cattle egret, Great egret, Intermediate egret, Little egret, 

Oriental darter, Common moorhen, White-breasted waterhen, Grey-headed 

swamphen, Eurasian coot, Pheasant-tailed Jacana, Black-winged stilt, River 

lapwing, Lesser whistling duck, Little Grebe, Indian spot-billed duck, Northern 

shoveler, Northern pintail Anas, Common snipe, 

Red-crested pochard, Painted stork 

etc.  

It was observed that the most 

common birds in semi-urban 

areas near Mahanadi River 

are Red vented bulbul, Black 

drongo, Asian pied starling, 

Paddy field pipit, Purple-

rumped sunbird, Spotted dove, 

White browed wagtail, White 

throated kingfisher, Common hoopoe, 

Coppersmith barbet, House sparrow, Indian robin, 

Indian roller, Magpie robin, Pied bush chat, Rock pigeon, Rosy starling etc 
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Assessment of Floral Diversity in 

Rourkela Forest Division 

Ambika Prasad Research Foundation carried out a study in the Rourkela 
Forest Division to evaluate biodiversity and indigenous traditional 

knowledge.  

Biodiversity Assessment 

• To enlist the diverse range of plant 
and animal species within the forest. 

• To identify the species that comes 
under threatened category. 

• To describe various habitat types and 
their ecological characteristics. 

Indigenous Traditional Knowledge 

• To document the traditional uses of local flora and fauna for 
medicinal purposes. 

• To record cultural practices related to sustainable use and 
conservation of natural resources. 
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• To capture traditional agricultural methods and pest control 
practices. 

Compiling a comprehensive list of 
species found in the Rourkela Forest 
Division and identifying species that 

require conservation efforts and 
proposing measures to protect them. 

It helps for assessing the overall 
health and diversity of the ecosystem. 
Studying Indigenous Traditional 

Knowledge for documenting plants and 
animals used in traditional medicine and recording rituals, customs, and 

traditional practices related to biodiversity. It helps in capturing traditional 
agricultural knowledge that promotes sustainable farming practices. 

Significance 

▪ Providing data to inform conservation policies and strategies. 
▪ Highlighting the importance of involving local communities in 

conservation efforts. 
▪ Ensuring that valuable traditional knowledge is documented and 

preserved for future generations. 
▪ Raising awareness about the importance of biodiversity and 

traditional knowledge within and beyond the local community. 
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Documentation Of 

Urban Flora  

Ambika Prasad Research Foundation has initiative to document urban 
biodiversity in the Cuttack district, particularly in the areas surrounding 

the Mahanadi River. This initiative is aimed at understanding and 
preserving the rich ecological diversity found in this urban setting. Teams 
APRF conducted many field surveys in different 

season to identify and record plant species. 
These surveys cover different habitats, 
including parks, wetlands, riverbanks, and 

urban gardens. 

Objectives of the Initiative 

Biodiversity Assessment: The primary goal is 
to assess and document the available plant 

species in the urban and semi-urban areas of 
Cuttack, particularly around the Mahanadi 

River. This includes enlisting of native species, as well as 
identifying invasive species that may be present. It is helpful to monitor the 
health of local ecosystems. This involves studying the interactions between 
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different species and their environments, and understanding how urban 
development impacts on ecological balance. 

Conservation Efforts: The documentation will 

provide crucial data that can be used to build 
conservation strategies. This includes 

protecting endangered species and critical 
habitats, and developing plans to enhance 
urban green spaces. 

Public Awareness and 

Education: Another 
important objective is to 

raise awareness among local communities 
about the importance of biodiversity and 
conservation.  

In summary, the initiative by the Ambika 

Prasad Research Foundation to document 
urban biodiversity in Cuttack district near the 

Mahanadi River is a significant step towards 
understanding and preserving the region's 

ecological wealth. It aims to create a detailed 

inventory of local flora and fauna, promote conservation efforts, and engage 
the community in sustainable environmental practices.  
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The area around Cuttack along the 

Mahanadi River is a hub of floral 

diversity, featuring a rich mix of 

aquatic plants, riparian flora, wetland 

vegetation, and agricultural crops. 

This diverse plant life thrives due to 

the unique interplay between the river, 

the surrounding wetlands, and the 

adjacent forested areas. Such an 

environment fosters a dynamic and 

biologically rich ecosystem. Common 

aquatic and riparian plants include 

Cleome viscosa, Heliotropium indicum, 

Lindernia anagallis, Lindernia 

procumbens, Mecardonia procumbens 

are often found in moist, marshy 

areas, contributing to the biodiversity 

with their small, colourful flowers.  

 

Floral Diversity of Mahanadi River 
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Wetland areas host species like 

Murdannia spirata, which thrives in 

waterlogged conditions, and Centella 

asiatica, known for its medicinal 

properties. Croton bonplandianus, a 

common herb, and Enhydra fluctuans 

an aquatic herb with floating stems, 

also add to the rich tapestry of wetland 

flora. Some common flora includes 

Oxalis corniculata, Alternanthera 

sessilis, Persicaria hydropiper, Sida 

cordifolia, Chrozophora rottleri, Rumex 

maritimus, Tamarix ericoides etc. 

Conservation efforts in the region are 

crucial to maintain this unique 

ecosystem. Protecting the diverse flora 

ensures the sustainability of the 

environment and the well-being of the 

local communities. Initiatives to 

control pollution, manage wetlands, 

and promote afforestation are essential 

to preserve the dynamic and 

biologically diverse environment of the 

Mahanadi River near Cuttack. 

 

Verbascum coromandelianum 
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Odisha, showcased a variety of herbal and medicinal plants, promoting 

traditional herbal knowledge and sustainable practices. The event featured 

numerous stalls and exhibitors, including local farmers, herbal 

practitioners, and entrepreneurs. It provided a platform for exchanging 

knowledge on the cultivation, processing, and marketing of herbal 

products. Additionally, the fair included workshops, seminars, and cultural 

programs to educate and engage the public on the benefits and uses of 

medicinal plants. The fair aimed to boost the herbal industry, support local 

communities, and encourage the conservation of biodiversity in Odisha. 

During this, Dr. Sanjeet Kumar 

addressed students from Rama 

Devi Women's University, 

Buxi Jagabandhu 

Bidyadhar Autonomous 

College (BJB), Odisha 

University of Agriculture 

and Technology (OUAT), and 

other colleges, emphasizing 

the importance of biodiversity 

conservation. In his speech, Dr. Kumar 

highlighted the critical role that young people play in preserving the rich 

biodiversity of Odisha. He encouraged students to actively participate in 

conservation efforts and to integrate sustainable practices into their daily 

lives and future careers.  

Dr. Kumar discussed the various threats to biodiversity, including habitat 

destruction, pollution, and climate change, 

and underscored the need for concerted 

efforts to mitigate these challenges. 

He also highlighted the significance 

of traditional knowledge and 

practices in maintaining ecological 

balance and urged students to 

engage with local communities to 

learn and preserve this wisdom. The 

student meet served as an interactive 

platform where students could exchange 

Kalinga Herbal Fair 
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ideas, learn from experts, and explore opportunities in the field of 

environmental conservation and herbal medicine. Dr. Kumar's address 

aimed to inspire and empower the next generation of conservationists to 

take proactive steps towards safeguarding their natural heritage. 

 

During the 16th State Level Kalinga Herbal Fair, 2023, a significant 

highlight was the inauguration of the book 

titled "Medicinal Plants Used by Tribals of 

Odisha." This book was a collaborative effort 

by a team from the Ambika Prasad Research 

Foundation (APRF) in association with the 

State Medicinal Plants Board. The book 

provides an in-depth look into the rich 

heritage of medicinal plants traditionally used 

by the tribal communities of Odisha. It serves 

as a valuable resource for understanding the 

ethnobotanical practices of these 

communities, documenting various plants 

and their applications in traditional medicine. 

This compilation aims to preserve indigenous 

knowledge and promote the conservation of 

medicinal plant species.  
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A field survey conducted in 2023 at Ladna-Guvakola-

Chandradipa-Nildaha Hills area, Jamtara Range, 

Jamtara Forest Division, Jharkhand revealed a significant 

biodiversity. Dr. Sanjeet Kumar, APRF, Odisha, India, 

identified 435 species of plants in the area, including trees, 

herbs, shrubs, climbers, and ground orchids. These plants 

belong to approximately 90 different families. The most 

prevalent family observed was Poaceae with 66 species, 

followed by Fabaceae with 34 species, Cyperaceae with 

33 species, Malvaceae with 22 species, and Asteraceae 

with 16 species, among others. Additionally, the 

Ladhna-Guvakola hills area is known for its abundance 

of ground orchids such as Habenaria plantaginea and 

Geodorum densiflorum. The survey also identified 119 species of birds, as 

well as butterflies, moths, dragonflies, insects, fish, 

reptiles, and amphibians. The 

indigenous fish species documented 

in the survey highlight the 

importance of Ladhna dam as a 

source of livelihood for tribal 

communities such as the Santhal, 

Munda, Bhuiyan etc. These 

communities rely on the hills for 

Minor Forest Products like grasses for 

making broom, wild edible 

fruits, medicinal plants, mushrooms 

along with that fire woods and stuffs for day-to-day life. The 

area also provides preferred food plants for Asian 

Elephants and serves as a habitat for key species like 

Indian Jackal, Indian Hare, Wild boar, and Porcupine. 

The rich diversity of flora, fauna, and local 

communities in Ladhna-Guvakola hills area 

suggests its potential as a biological heritage site. 

Biodiversity Assessment in 

Jamtara Forest Division, Jharkhand 
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Survey Work 
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Ambika Prasad Research Foundation (APRF) has taken an initiative to 
install nests and provide grains for small birds such as sparrows and 

munias as part of their conservation efforts. This initiative is designed to 
address the decline in populations of these birds, which is attributed to 

factors such as urbanization, habitat destruction, and environmental 
pollution. 

Installation of Nests: To create safe and 
conducive nesting environments for small 

birds whose natural habitats are 
diminishing. This is essential for their 
breeding and population recovery. The 

nests are crafted to resemble natural 
nesting sites and are strategically placed 

in urban and semi-urban areas to provide 
shelter in adverse weather conditions. 

Provision of Grains: To ensure that small 
birds have a reliable source of food, which is 

often lacking in urban environments due to the 
reduction of natural food sources. The foundation supplies grains that are 

part of the natural diet of birds like sparrows, thereby supporting their 
nutritional needs 

Installation of Grains and  

Nest 
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Environmental Impact 

Biodiversity Preservation: By providing habitats and food 

sources, the initiative helps to support and maintain small 

bird populations, thereby contributing to overall biodiversity. 

Ecosystem Benefits: Small birds play a crucial role in 

pollination, seed dispersal, and pest control, which 

are vital for ecological balance.  

This conservation effort by the Ambika Prasad 

Research Foundation aims to mitigate the adverse 

effects of urbanization and environmental 

degradation on small bird populations. Through 

the installation of nests and provision of food, 

the foundation is making significant strides in 

ensuring the survival and thriving of species 

like sparrows. This initiative not only aids in the 

preservation of these birds but also promotes a 

greater understanding and appreciation of 

wildlife conservation among the locals. 
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Team Ambika Prasad Research Foundation has documented the rich floral 

and faunal diversity in a successfully developed Miyawaki forest located in 

the Badampahar Range under the Rairangpur Forest Division. This 

achievement highlights the potential of the Miyawaki method for rapid 

forest regeneration and biodiversity enhancement.  

The study documented a diverse array of plant species within the Miyawaki 

forest, including 30 native tree species like Aegle marmelos, Shorea robusta, 

Pterocarpus marsupium, Phyllanthus emblica, Terminalia arjuna, Terminalia 

bellirica, Terminalia chebula, Ficus benghalensis, Ficus racemose, Ficus 

religiosa etc. that contribute to the forest canopy. Shrubs and herbs 

support a balanced ecosystem. 

The faunal survey revealed a thriving ecosystem with 

numerous species. Various bird species that contribute to 

seed dispersal and pest control like Alexandrine parakeet, 

Asian koel, Black drongo, Black-hooded oriole, Common 

Monitoring of Miyawaki Plantation 
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myna, Coppersmith barbet, Eurasian collared dove, Green bee-eater etc. 

Small mammals like rabbit that play roles in the food chain 

and soil aeration. A variety of insects that are 

crucial for pollination and as a food 

source for other animals. Reptiles 

and amphibian species were also 

documented that indicate a healthy, 

moist forest floor environment. 

Impact and Significance 

The successful development of the 

Miyawaki forest in the Badampahar Range demonstrates several key 

impacts. It enhanced Biodiversity: The increase in plant and animal species 

supports ecological balance and resilience. Climate Mitigation: Dense 

forests act as carbon sinks, helping to mitigate climate change. Soil and 

Water Conservation: Improved soil structure and water retention contribute 

to reduced erosion and better watershed management. 

The documentation by the 

Ambika Prasad Research 

Foundation serves as a 

model for future 

afforestation projects. The 

success of the Miyawaki 

forest in the Rairangpur 

Forest Division exemplifies 

the method's efficacy in 

creating rich, biodiverse, 

and sustainable forest 

ecosystems. It not only aids 

in local conservation efforts 

but also provides valuable data for researchers and environmentalists 

aiming to replicate such success in other regions. 

Dr. Sanjeet Kumar also educated students about biodiversity and 

conservation. His efforts in teaching and mentoring play a crucial role in 

fostering a deeper understanding and appreciation of environmental 

sciences among young minds. 
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The Ambika Prasad Research Foundation has made significant 

contributions to environmental restoration and reforestation efforts in the 

Mahanadi River basin through innovative methods like throwing seed balls 

and planting native plants.  

The foundation uses seed balls, which are small 

balls made of clay, compost, and seeds. This 

technique is highly effective for reforestation because 

it protects seeds from predators, retains moisture, 

and provides essential nutrients, enhancing the 

likelihood of seed germination and growth. By 

dispersing these seed balls over degraded areas, the 

foundation helps restore native vegetation. 

In addition to seed balls, the foundation also engages 

in direct planting of saplings. This method ensures 

immediate greening and provides a head start for 

reforestation. The selected plant species are typically 

native to the region, promoting biodiversity and ecological balance. 

The reforestation efforts help reduce soil erosion, which is a major issue in 
river basins. By stabilizing the soil with plant roots, the foundation prevents 

sediment from washing into the river, thereby maintaining water quality. 

Restoration & Plantation Work 

Near Mahanadi River areas 
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Increased vegetation cover enhances the water cycle through improved 
infiltration and reduced runoff. This can lead to better 

groundwater recharge and a more stable 
water flow in the river, benefiting both local 

ecosystems and human communities. 
Planting native species helps restore the 
natural habitat, supporting a wide range 

of flora and fauna. This increase in 
biodiversity contributes to a healthier 
and more resilient ecosystem.  

Community Involvement and 

Awareness 

The foundation often involves local 

communities in their restoration projects. It 

provides local knowledge and raises awareness about the 

importance of environmental conservation. By educating local populations 

about the benefits of reforestation and sustainable practices, the 

foundation ensures the longevity and success of their efforts. Community 

members are more likely to protect and nurture restored areas if they 

understand their value. 



 

21 

 

 

Ambika Prasad Research Foundation (APRF) is working on the management 
and development of the Orchidarium within the State Botanical Garden in 

Odisha, India.  

Collection and Conservation of Orchids 

APRF has been involved in the collection of various orchid species, 

particularly those native to Odisha and other parts of India. This includes 

epiphytic orchids like Pelatantheria insectifera, Dendrobium herbaceum, 

Luisia zeylanica, Rhynchostylis retusa etc. The foundation focuses on the 

conservation of rare and endangered orchid species to prevent their 

extinction and to preserve biodiversity. APRF conducts research on the 

cultivation and propagation of orchids, employing both traditional and 

advanced horticultural techniques. The foundation organizes workshops, 

training sessions, and seminars to educate the public, students, and 

researchers about orchid cultivation and conservation. They aim to raise 

Development of State Botanical Garden, 

Odisha 

ORCHIDARIUM 
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awareness about the importance of orchids in the ecosystem and the need 

to protect these delicate plants. 

The involvement of the Ambika Prasad Research Foundation in the 

Orchidarium has several positive impacts like 

Enhanced Biodiversity: The orchidarium 

serves as a genetic reservoir for numerous 

orchid species, contributing to 

biodiversity conservation. 

Scientific Advancements: Research 

conducted by APRF contributes to the 

scientific knowledge base regarding 

orchid biology, propagation, and 

conservation. 

Educational Outreach: Training 

programs help educate the public and inspire 

future generations to take an active interest in plant conservation. 

Sustainable Development: By promoting eco-tourism and involving local 

communities, APRF supports sustainable development in the region.  

 



 

23 

 

Ambika Prasad Research Foundation has been working in the management 

and development of the medicinal garden within the State Botanical Garden 

in Odisha, India.  

Collection and Conservation of Medicinal Plants 

APRF focuses on collecting a wide variety of medicinal plants, particularly 

those native to Odisha and other regions in India. 

This includes seeds of rare and 

endangered species that have 

significant medicinal value. The 

foundation aims to conserve 

these plants, ensuring that 

they are preserved for future 

generations and protected 

from overexploitation. 

Research and 

Documentation 

The foundation conducts research on 

the medicinal properties of various 

plants, documenting their uses in traditional medicine as well as exploring 

potential new applications.  

 

MEDICINAL GARDEN 
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Educational and Outreach 

Programs 

APRF organizes workshops, 

seminars, and training sessions to 

educate the public, students, and 

researchers about the importance of 

medicinal plants and their uses. 

They aim to raise awareness about 

the conservation of medicinal plants 

and promote their sustainable use in 

traditional and modern medicine. 

The contributions of Ambika Prasad 

Research Foundation in managing 

the medicinal garden have several 

significant impacts: 

Biodiversity Conservation: The 

garden serves as a repository for a 

diverse range of medicinal plants, 

contributing to the conservation of 

plant biodiversity. 

Scientific Research: Research 

conducted by APRF enhances the 

understanding of medicinal plants, 

leading to potential new discoveries 

in the field of natural medicine. 

Education: The garden serves as an 

educational resource for students, 

researchers, and the public, 

fostering an appreciation for 

medicinal plants and their uses. 
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Ambika Prasad Research Foundation has undertaken an 

interesting initiative by collecting carnivorous plants for the 

purpose of managing and developing a carnivorous garden in 

State Botanical Garden, Odisha. Carnivorous plants, known for 

their unique adaptations that allow 

them to trap and digest insects and 

other small organisms, are fascinating 

both scientifically and horticulturally. This 

initiative likely aims to preserve 

biodiversity, promote education, and 

possibly support conservation efforts. 

Population of many carnivorous plants 

are declined in their natural habitats 

due to habitat destruction and climate 

change. A dedicated garden can help preserve 

these species. 

Team has collected diverse carnivorous 

species like Utricularia aurea, Utricularia 

gibba, Utricularia bifida, Drosera burmanni, 

each with unique trapping mechanisms. By focusing on carnivorous plants, 

Ambika Prasad Research Foundation not only highlights the incredible 

diversity of the plant kingdom but also emphasizes the importance of 

conservation. This initiative can inspire future research, conservation 

efforts, and a greater public appreciation for these remarkable plants. 

CARNIVOROUS GARDEN 
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Dr. Sanjeet Kumar, CEO of Ambika Prasad Research Foundation, has 
introduced a "Ride for Conservation" to mark the beginning of the new year. 
The main goal of this initiative is to promote awareness about medicinal 

plants and highlight the critical need for their preservation. Engaging 
discussions on medicinal plants were conducted throughout the rides. Dr. 

Kumar has covered approximately 300 km, visiting various rural areas near 
Mahanadi and its surrounding regions. Numerous medicinal 
plants such as Solanum nigrum, Aerva lanata, Psonia aculeata, 

Abrus precatorius, Tinospora cordifolia, Cissampelos pareira, 
and more were encountered during the 

journey. By organizing this 
event, the foundation is 

making a substantial effort 

to educate the community 
about the essential 

contribution of these 
plants to healthcare and 

biodiversity.  

Ride For Conservation 
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Training on Core Ecological Process 

Dr. Sanjeet Kumar, the CEO of Ambika Prasad 

Research Foundation, led a training session 

focused on core ecological processes. This 

educational event aimed to enhance the 

understanding and awareness of ecological 

principles, biodiversity, Indigenous Tradition 

Knowledge, medicinal plants etc. among 

students and local community members. 

Organized by the Foundation for Ecological 

Security, Angul on March 5th, and 6th, 2024. 

Participants were given insights into the 

fundamental aspects of ecology, empowering 

them to contribute to environmental 

conservation and sustainability efforts in their 

region. 
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Restoration and management of orchids 

at Anandvan, Bhubaneswar 

 

Ambika Prasad Research Foundation has undertaken an interesting and 

ecologically beneficial project by introducing orchids to 
Anandvan. This initiative involves installing orchids 
in trees, contributing to the biodiversity and 

natural beauty of the area.  

Orchids are a diverse and widespread 
family of flowering plants with blooms that are 

often colorful and fragrant. They are known for 
their complex flower structures and 
ecological interactions. Installing 

orchids in trees mimics their 
natural epiphytic growing 
conditions, where they typically 

grow on other plants, relying on them 
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for physical support but not for nutrients. Team introduced Vanda spp., 
Bulbophyllum spp., Dendrobium spp., Luisia spp., 

Thunia spp. etc. 

The introduction of orchids at Anandvan serves 
several purposes: 

Biodiversity Enhancement: Orchids are a key part 
of many ecosystems, and their presence can 
enhance local biodiversity. They attract various 

pollinators such as bees, butterflies, and birds, 
contributing to the overall health of the ecosystem. 

Conservation: Many orchid species are threatened 

due to habitat loss and over-collection. By 
cultivating orchids in a controlled environment like Anandvan, the Ambika 
Prasad Research Foundation is helping to conserve these delicate plants 

and ensure their survival. 

Aesthetic Value: Orchids are renowned for their beauty. Their installation 
in trees adds to the visual appeal of Anandvan, making it a more attractive 

place for visitors and nature enthusiasts. 

Educational Opportunities: It provides an excellent opportunity for 
education and research. Students, botanists, and researchers can study 

the growth patterns, ecological relationships, and conservation techniques 
associated with orchids. 
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First Sundarban Biodiversity  

Festival 

The first Sundarban Biodiversity Festival was conducted under the 

management of Sundarban Netaji Swasthya Sadan, Kultali, West Bengal in 

association with Ambika Prasad Research Foundation, Odisha and BDO, 

Kultali Block. Mr. Binod Saradar was the Convener of this event. The 

festival was conducted from 10th February to 12th February 2024. Over 

the course of this three-day event, esteemed scientists, researchers, and 

Sundarban experts actively participated. The primary objective of 

this festival was to exchange knowledge, explore 

the diverse flora and fauna across the 

Sundarbans' various islands, 

ranging from Kaikhali ghat to 

Bonnie Island, and gather 

valuable information on the 

region's biodiversity from the 

fishing and local communities. 

On the first two days, the tour conducted from Koikhali to Bonnie Island 

and Bonnie Island to Koikhali. Throughout the journey, discussions were 

held regarding the abundant diversity found in the Sundarbans. Various 

types of flora and fauna were spotted along the way. Some commonly 

observed plants during the trip included Bruguiera gymnorrhiza, Sonneratia 

griffithii, Xylocarpus granatum, Phoenix paludosa, Ceriops tagal and many 

more.  
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As for the fauna, species like Spotted deer, Wild boar, and Rhesus monkey 
were sighted. Additionally, a wide range of bird species were observed, 
including Brown-headed Gull, White-bellied Sea Eagle, Lesser Adjutant 

Stork, Eurasian Curlew, Black-headed Ibis, and various types of 
Kingfishers. The participants thoroughly enjoyed witnessing the 
mesmerizing sight of basking Crocodiles.  

The third day of this Festival was concluded 

successfully with a student-teacher meet. Students 

from different schools actively participated in this 

event. We were honoured to have Suchandan Baidya, 

BDO of Kulkali, as our esteemed guest, along with Dr. 

Sanjeet Kumar from APRF, Odisha, Mr. Binod Saradar, 

Convener, First Sundarban Biodiversity 

Festival. Teachers from various 

schools, forest officials, and 

research scholars also took part in 

this event. It was a platform for 

everyone to engage in discussions and share 

their knowledge about the biodiversity of 

Sundarban. Dr. Sanjeet Kumar particularly 

enlightened the students about the diverse 

ecosystem of Sundarban. An essay competition was 

organized among the students to explore the biodiversity of 

Sundarban, and prizes were awarded for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places. 
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Blanket Distribution  

 

Ambika Prasad Research Foundation has taken a commendable initiative 

to distribute blankets to impoverished individuals. This effort aims to 

provide warmth and comfort to those in need, especially during the colder 

months. Such initiatives are crucial in addressing the immediate needs of 

vulnerable populations and showcasing a commitment to social 

responsibility and community support. By distributing blankets, the 

foundation is not only offering physical relief but also demonstrating 

compassion and solidarity with the less fortunate. This act of kindness 

highlights the foundation's dedication to improving the well-being of the 

community and supporting those who are most in need. 
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Online Trainings and Webinar  

 

Ambika Prasad Research Foundation conducts various online training 

programs and webinars to raise awareness about biodiversity and 

conservation. These initiatives are designed to educate and engage a wide 

audience, from students and researchers to the public, on important topics 

related to environmental protection and sustainable practices. These 

initiatives by the Ambika Prasad Research Foundation play a crucial role in 

promoting a deeper understanding of environmental issues and actions that 

support biodiversity and conservation. 
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