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A three days National Seminar 

entitled “Indigenous Documentation 

Conservation & Development of 

Traditional Knowledge, Secondary 

Metabolites and Pharmacological 

values of Medicinal Plants” was 

organized from 29th October 2021 to 

31st October 2021 at Hotel Sapphire 

Plaza, Bhubaneswar, Odisha. This 

National Seminar was organized by 

Ambika Prasad Research Foundation 

supported by National Medicinal 

Plants Board (NMPB), Ministry of 

AYUSH, New Delhi. 

 

Inaugural Ceremony of the National Seminar 

Lighting of the Inaugural Lamp 



The National Seminar was aimed to 

bring the diverse sections of people 

including the traditional healers or 

Vaidyas from Odisha, Scientist, 

Academicians, Intellectuals, 

Research Scholars, Students and 

others to a single platform where 

each section of people could share 

his/her knowledge, the recent 

advancement in the field of research 

and development, the issues faced 

by the ground level workers, 

researchers, the existing 

Government policies, lesser known 

approaches to work with respect to 

indigenous medicinal plants of the 

country. Involvement of traditional 

healers on the aspect of sharing 

knowledge on the traditional 

therapeutic system using medicinal 

plants, their local trade markets, the 

problems faced while working in the 

field of medicinal plant, a platform to 

interact among the ground level 

workers, the scientist, researchers, 

intellectuals and other sections of 

the society is very much essential for 

identifying the bioactive 

compounds, promoting, 

conservation of medicinal plants and 

understanding the importance of 

sustainable use of it. Around 100 

people gathered in the three days 

National Seminar. In response to our 

call for research papers we received 

56 abstracts out of which 12 oral and 

17 posters were presented in the 

seminar and all the abstracts have 

been published in the Abstract book. 

A Kit including a bag, I-Card, Note 

Pad, Pen, Mask, Agenda of the 

Seminar have been provided for 

each and every person attending the 

seminar. A special Kit has also been 

prepared for the dignitaries and all 

the invited speakers.
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Felicitation of the Dignitaries & Invited Speakers  

Sri Sudeep Nayak (IFS) Smt. Padma Mahanti (IFS) 

 

Dr. Anil Kumar Goel 

 

Prof. Kunja Bihari Satapathy 

 

Dr. Soumyajit Biswas 

 

Dr. Adhira Kumar Sahoo 

 

Prof. Chandi Charan Rath 

 

Dr. B.C Sabata 

 



          

 

The inaugural session witnessed the 

gracious presence of the Hon’ble 

Chief Guest, Sri Sudeep Nayak (IFS), 

CEO, State Medicinal Plants Board, 

Odisha; Guest of Honor, Smt. Padma 

Mahanti (IFS), DIG of Forest, Central 

Integrated Regional Office of MoEF 

CC, Odisha; Special Guest Dr. Anil 

Kumar Goel, Former Chief Scientist 

and Head, Botanical Garden & 

Floriculture Division, CSIR-National 

Botanical Research Institute, 

Lucknow and Project Director, 

Rajkumari Supriya Devi, Ambika 

Prasad Research Foundation. The 

formal inauguration of the seminar 

was held by lighting of the traditional 

lamp. The inaugural session started 

by a welcome note by Rajkumari 

Supriya Devi on the introduction of 

Ambika Prasad Research Foundation 

and the theme of the Seminar. After 

this, there was a series of 

inauguration of the Books: 

“Introduction to Cultivation and 

Uses of Medicinal Plants Vol II”; 

“Ethnomedicinal Plants against 

Diarrhoea”; “Abstract” Book. This 

was followed by inauguration of 

Journal of Biodiversity & 

Conservation. In the inaugural 

session, the Guest of Honor, Smt. 

Padma Mahanti (IFS) congratulated 

the organizing committee and 

delivered the speech on how culture 

plays an important role in the 

conservation of medicinal plants. 

She proudly presented the culture of 

Jagannath rituals for the state of 

Odisha and how it has been 

traditionally using for the better 

health of mankind. Following was an 

address delivered by Sri Sudeep 

Nayak (IFS), where he congratulated 

heartily for the successfully 

organizing such an important event 

for the benefit of diverse sections of 

the society and 

Sri Sudeep Nayak (IFS) Smt. Padma Mahanti (IFS) 



                

 

talked on the importance of 

medicinal plants and how steps are 

being taken for the conservation of 

medicinal plants. The inaugural 

session was concluded by a vote of 

thanks by Dr. Nabin Kumar Dhal, 

Chief Scientist, CSIR-IMMT, 

Bhubaneswar. It was followed by a 

National Anthem. A keynote speech 

of the day was delivered by Dr. Anil 

K. Goel where he highlighted 

Ethnobotany with its aspect of the 

emerging frontier for bioprospection 

and drug discovery. He focused on 

the ethnobotany of the Indian 

subcontinent and elaborated the 

plant diversity that has high 

medicinal values on different 

diseases and disorders. He also 

described many ethno medicine 

used by different ethnic people 

around the country. It was followed 

by the A.P. Memorial speech by Dr. 

Nabin K. Dhal on the traditional 

knowledge for bioprospecting: a way 

forward. He gave an inspiring speech 

on the use of the existing herbal 

products of medicinal plants in 

market and the underlying 

traditional therapeutic system of 

medicine by the tribal people of 

Odisha. This was followed by an 

invited speech by Dr. A.K. Sahoo. He 

congratulated the organizing 

committee and talked about the 

importance of medicinal plants. 

After a short tea break, there was a 

technical session I of oral 

presentation. After a delicious lunch, 

the second half of the session was 

led by the Lead Speech delivered by 

Prof. Kunja Bihari Satapathy, 

Emeritus Prof. of Botany, School of 

Applied Sciences, Centurion 

University of Technology and 

Management. He had given a 

wonderful talk on the potential 

medicinal plants of Odisha and their 

identification and utilization in 

traditional systems of medicine. 

Dr. Anil Kumar Goel Rajkumari Supriya Devi 



 

 

 

 
Inauguration of Abstract, Books and Journal 



 

 

 

        
 

 

   
 

 

                                        
 

 

 

 

  

 

Prof. Kunja Bihari Satapathy Dr. Adhira Kumar Sahoo Dr. Nabin Kumar Dhal 

Prof. Sankar Narayan Sinha Prof. Chandi Charan Rath Dr. B.C Sabata 

Dr. Soumyajit Biswas Dr. Sanjeet Kumar 

Eminent Speakers of the Seminar 



The speech was followed by an 

invited talk by Prof. Chandi Charan 

Rath, Rama Devi Women’s 

University, Odisha where he 

delivered a marvelous talk on the 

endophytes from medicinal plants: 

novel microorganism for new 

antimicrobials. Following this was an 

invited talk by Dr. B.C. Sabata, 

Former Director, MGICCC, 

Department of Environment, Govt. 

of Delhi where he delivered a speech 

on the School medicinal Garden as a 

boon for student’s health. This was 

followed by the Technical session II. 

There was a special talk delivered by 

Dr. Soumyajit Biswas, Deputy 

Director, Regional-cum-Facilitation 

Centre (RCFC), Eastern Region, 

National Medicinal Plants Board, 

Ministry of AYUSH, Govt. of India, 

Jadavpur University, Kolkata on the 

Medicinal Plants Diversity in India, 

role of NMPB and RCFC, NMPB, 

global marketing of the medicinal 

plants and cultivation of selected 

medicinal plants in India.  

The second day of the national 

seminar was led by Prof. Sankar 

Narayan Sinha, University of Kalyani, 

West Bengal as a lead Speaker. He 

delivered a wonderful speech on the 

insight of the phytochemical and 

pharmacological properties of 

Orchids. The lead speech was 

followed by Technical Session III. By 

the end of Technical Session III, a 

special talk was given by Smt. Padma 

Mahanti (IFS) on Biological Diversity 

Act 2002, People’s Biodiversity 

Register (PBR) and Intellectual 

Property Right. After a wonderful 

lunch, there was an interesting 

interactive session of Vaidya Meet 

and discussion on traditional 

practices. Vaidya, traditional healers 

from different parts of Odisha took 

part and a very interactive session 

was held among the Vaidya, 

scientist, intellectuals, academicians, 

research scholars and others. 

Vaidya’s Meet was followed by 

Poster Presentation competition, 

where around 13 participants 

presented their research works. 

Following the poster presentation 

competition there was a talk by Dr. 

Sanjeet Kumar on the role of 

National Medicinal Plants Board in 

the conservation of medicinal plants. 

The second day session was 

concluded by the Valedictory 

function & Award Ceremony.  

 

 

 



               

 

          

 

            

 

             

 

Chinmoy Krishna Patel Snigdha Majumder Sanjeev Kumar 

Krishna Kumari Samir Swain Bishnu Prasad 

Poornima K.P Astom Mondal Pushpa Salo Linda 

Saumita Nath Sulagna Haldar Rajkumari Supriya Devi 

Oral Presentation 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation of Oral Presentation 



 

 

 

  Poster Presentation 



 

 

 

Poster Presentation 



 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vaidya’s Meet 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valedictory function & Award Ceremony 



      

  

 

 

 

Valedictory function & Award Ceremony 



 

  

The third day of the National 

Seminar was an interesting field visit 

to Konark-Puri Marine Drive for a live 

discussion on medicinal sand dune 

flora. The participants altogether 

enjoyed the trip and had an effective 

field experience of the identification 

and discussion on the medicinal 

plants of sand dune flora and 

enjoyed the outdoor lunch on field.  

Altogether, the three day national 

seminar was a grand success. 

 

 

 

Inauguration of Field Guide Book for Medicinal Sand dune Flora 

Field visit to Konark-Puri Marine Drive  



 

  

 

 

Field visit to Konark-Puri Marine Drive  



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Display for Publications of APRF 

Display for Books of APRF 

Display for Herbarium 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CONTACT 

AMBIKA PRASAD RESEARCH FOUNDATION 

5F/561, CDA-Sector-9, Cuttack, Odisha 

www.aprf.co.in 


